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The Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award (a.k.a. The ALMA) is the largest children’s
and young adult literature award in the world, granting an amount of 5 million SEK
(Swedish Krona) to the winner(s).

Every year, the nominees of this award are announced at the Frankfurt Book Fair in
October. This past October 15th when the new 2016 nominees were announced, I was
there.

 ALMA Peeps: the deciders. (From left to right, back row: Lennart Eng, Anna Höglund, Stefan Casta,
Annika Edlund, Mats Kempe, Henry Ascher, Lena Kåreland. Front, from left: Maria Lassén-Seger,
Katarina Kieri, Chairman Boel Westin, Johan Palmberg, and Elina Druker.)

The list of nominees is extensive (I’ve listed them below, with links where possible), with 215 people and
organizations on the list, from 59 different countries. This singular fact I think suits Lindgren’s legacy
well, especially once you’ve investigated those who have made the list.

It’s inclusive, international and impressive.

This award is particularly interesting because it doesn’t serve to recognize just one type of skill, as most
awards do (i.e. writers, or illustrators, etc.). The Astrid Lindgren Award, which was first organized by the
Swedish government in 2003 (one year after Lindgren’s death), acknowledges:

writers,
illustrators,
organizations,
librarians,
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storytellers
– anyone and any organization committed to literacy of the young.

The award is presented by H.R.H. Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden and the Swedish Minister for
Culture in Stockholm. In 2016, the event will happen April 5th, during the Bologna Children’s Book Fair
(where it will also be announced).

Astrid Lindgren is most known for her Pippi Longstocking stories, but she’s written many other stories
that are beloved. She wrote what she wanted to read, often drawing from her childhood memories and
fantasies and the Swedish landscape.

Lindgren is the third most translated children’s book author, beaten only by Hans Christian Andersen and
the Grimm Brothers. From the official ALMA website:

Astrid Lindgren is one of Sweden’s most important authors [Unquestionably!]. Her works have been
translated into more than 90 languages [WOW!]. She renewed children’s literature and combined artistic
integrity with commitment to the rights of children and young people. [I’d like someone to say that about
me some day.]

Astrid Lindgren died in 2002 at the age of 94, but her stories will live forever. To honour her memory and
to promote interest in children’s and young adult literature around the world, the Swedish government
founded an international award in her name, the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award. [This is really cool.]

Below is the 2016 list of nominated candidates. I grabbed this list directly from the ALMA website, here.
For anyone wanting to find out what all is happening in the world of literacy worldwide, this is your list.

I think you’ll find these potential laureates very inspiring. I do!

A & A Book Trust
Organisation
India

Abuelas Cuentacuentos: the Storytelling Grandmothers
Organisation
Argentina

A.C.C.E.S.
Organisation
France

Aakeson, Kim Fupz
Author
Denmark

Abdagi? Kike, Mirsad
Author
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Bosnia and Herzegovina

AÇEV (Anne Çocuk E?itim Vakf?)
Organisation
Turkey

Ahlberg, Allan
Author
United Kingdom

Al Musallam, Abdulaziz
Author
United Arab Emirates

Albertine
Illustrator
Switzerland

Alemagna, Beatrice
Author/illustrator
Italy

All of Poland Reads to Kids
Organisation
Poland

Almond, David
Author
United Kingdom

Anveshi Research Centre for Women’s Studies
Organisation
India

Arkhipova, Anastasia
Illustrator
Russian Federation

Azzopardi, Andreas
Author
Malta

Baek, Heena
Illustrator
Republic of Korea
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Baniasadi, Mohammed Ali
Illustrator
Iran

Bányai, István
Illustrator
United States

Berner, Rotraut Susanne
Illustrator
Germany

Biblionef
Organisation
South Africa

Blake, Quentin
Illustrator
United Kingdom

Blau, Aljoscha
Author/illustrator
Germany

Bo, Jin
Author
China

Bond, Ruskin
Author
India

Book Aid International
Organisation
United Kingdom

Book Art Center (BAC)
Organisation
Georgia

Briggs, Raymond
Author/illustrator
United Kingdom

Bringsværd, Tor Åge
Author
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Norway

Brøgger, Lilian
Illustrator
Denmark

Bunanta, Murti/Kelompok Pecinta Bacaan Anak (KPBA)
Oral storyteller/Organisation
Indonesia

Canadian Children’s Book Centre
Organisation
Canada

Carle, Eric
Author/illustrator
United States

Chambers, Aidan
Author
United Kingdom

Chambers, Aidan & Nancy
Promoters of reading
United Kingdom

Children’s Literature New England (CLNE) & The Examined Life (EXL)
Organisations
United States

Cielena, Mara
Author
Latvia

Cie?lak, Ola
Illustrator
Poland

Cneut, Carll
Illustrator
Belgium

Colfer, Eoin
Author
Ireland
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http://www.lilianbroegger.dk/
http://www.kpba-murti.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=15&Itemid=14
http://www.bookcentre.ca/
http://www.eric-carle.com/home.html
http://www.aidanchambers.co.uk/
http://www.thimblepress.co.uk/about.htm
http://www.clne.org/
http://olazbloku.pl/
http://users.telenet.be/carllcneut/uk_index.html
http://www.artemisfowl.co.uk/site/Home.php
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Cooperativa Culturale Giannino Stoppani
Organisation
Italy

Cowley, Joy
Promoter of reading
New Zealand

Csukás, István
Author
Hungary

Da Coll, Ivar
Author/illustrator
Colombia

Dahle, Gro
Author
Norway

Daly, Niki
Illustrator
South Africa

Davitashvili, Natalie
Author
Georgia

Dematons, Charlotte
Illustrator
Netherlands

Dezsö, Andrea
Illustrator
United States

Dodd, Lynley
Author/illustrator
New Zealand

Douzou, Olivier
Author/illustrator
France

Dubosarsky, Ursula
Author
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http://www.gianninostoppani.it/
http://www.joycowley.com/
https://www.escritores.org/biografias/11674-da-coll-ivar
https://www.cappelendamm.no/cappelendamm/person/author-detail.action?authorId=sek:person:scid:401
http://nikidaly.wordpress.com/
http://book.gov.ge/en/author/davitashvili-natalie--/39
http://www.lemniscaat.nl/Jeugd/Prentenboeken/auteurs/Charlotte%20%20Dematons
http://www.andreadezso.com/
http://www.penguin.com.au/contributors/2463/lynley-dodd
http://www.olivierdouzou.com/
http://www.ursuladubosarsky.com/
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Australia

Eeg, Harald Rosenløw
Author
Norway

Ekman, Fam
Author/illustrator
Norway

Ellis, Sarah
Author
Canada

Erdogan, Fatih
Author
Turkey

Eriksson, Eva
Illustrator
Sweden

Erlbruch, Wolf
Illustrator
Germany

Fanelli, Sara
Author/illustrator
Italy

Fernández Paz, Agustín
Author
Spain

Fombelle, Timothée de
Author
France

Foreman, Michael
Author/illustrator
United Kingdom

Foreningen !les
Organisation
Norway
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http://roseeg.no/?page_id=45
https://nbl.snl.no/Fam_Ekman
http://www.sarahellis.ca/
http://www.fatiherdogan.com/eng/index.html
http://www.rabensjogren.se/Alfabetiskt/E/Eva-Eriksson/
http://www.peter-hammer-verlag.de/autoren-details/wolf_erlbruch/
http://www.sarafanelli.com/
http://agustinfernandezpaz.gal/es/
http://www.gallimard-jeunesse.fr/Auteur/Timothee-de-Fombelle
http://literature.britishcouncil.org/michael-foreman
http://foreningenles.no/
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Friends of African Village Libraries (FAVL)
Organisation
United States

Future Library
Organisation
Greece

Gaiman, Neil
Author
United Kingdom/United States

The German Nicaraguan Library and the Bibliobús Bertolt Brecht
Organisation
Nicaragua

Geelen, Harrie
Author/illustrator
Netherlands

Gestel, Peter van
Author
Netherlands

Givargizov, Arthur
Author
Russian Federation

Gleeson, Libby
Author
Australia

Gleitzman, Morris
Author
Australia/United Kingdom

Godon, Ingrid
Illustrator
Belgium

Gonzalez, Maria Teresa Maia
Author
Portugal

Grobler, Piet
Illustrator
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http://www.favl.org/
http://about.futurelibrary.gr/
http://www.neilgaiman.com/
http://www.unesco.org/uil/litbase/?menu=4&programme=83
http://www.queridokinderenjeugdboeken.nl/auteur/harrie-geelen/
http://www.letterenfonds.nl/en/author/129/peter-van-gestel
http://www.libbygleeson.com.au/
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http://www.ingridgodon.be/
http://www.pietgrobler.com/
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South Africa

Gunnarsdóttir, Kristín Helga
Author
Iceland

Gwang, So Yong
Promoter of reading/oral storyteller
D.P.R. Korea

Hallworth, Grace
Author/oral storyteller
United Kingdom

Havukainen, Aino & Sami Toivonen
Author/illustrator
Finland

Hébert, Marie-Francine
Author
Canada

Hellgren, Joanna
Author/illustrator
Sweden

Hellsing, Lennart
Author
Sweden

Herbauts, Anne
Author/illustrator
Belgium

Hole, Stian
Author/illustrator
Norway

Hughes, Shirley
Author/illustrator
United Kingdom

International Youth Library
Organisation
Germany
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http://www.forlagid.is/?tag=kristin-helga-gunnarsdottir
http://www.otava.fi/kirjailijat/aino_havukainen___sami_toivonen/
http://www.quebec-amerique.com/auteurs/marie-francine-hebert.html
http://www.joannahellgren.com/
http://www.rabensjogren.se/hellsing
http://jeunesse.casterman.com/peoples_detail.cfm?ID=2188
http://www.alfiebooks.co.uk/allaboutshirleyhughes.asp
http://www.ijb.de/home.html
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Jeffers, Oliver
Author/illustrator
United Kingdom

Jensen, Louis
Author
Denmark

Jonge, Harm de
Author
Netherlands

Jónsdóttir, Áslaug
Author/illustrator
Iceland

Kaldhol, Marit
Author
Norway

Kalman, Maira
Author/illustrator
United States

Karrebæk, Dorte
Illustrator
Denmark

Kasparavicius, Kestutis
Author/illustrator
Lithuania

Katha
Organisation
India

Kivirähk, Andrus
Author
Estonia

Komagata, Katsumi
Author/illustrator
Japan

Kršenkovi? Brkovi?, Dragana
Author
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http://www.oliverjeffers.com/
http://www.forfatterweb.dk/oversigt/jensenlouis/print_jensenlouis
http://www.harmdejonge.nl/
http://aslaugjonsdottir.com/
http://www.samlaget.no/nn-no/forfattarar/k/marit-kaldhol.aspx
http://www.dortekarrebaek.dk/main.php
http://www.kestutiskasparavicius.com/
http://www.katha.org/site/
http://www.one-stroke.co.jp/english/komagata.html
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Montenegro

Kunnas, Mauri
Author/illustrator
Finland

Kwon, Yoon-duck
Illustrator
Republic of Korea

Labor Ateliergemeinschaft
Organisation
Germany

Lambrelli, Lily
Author/oral storyteller
Greece

Lampedusa Library/Silent Books
Organisation
Italy

Lapeña-Bonifacio, Amelia
Author
Philippines

Lavachery, Thomas
Author
Belgium

Leeuwen, Joke van
Author/illustrator
Netherlands

Le Guin, Ursula
Author
United States

Lester, Alison
Author
Australia

Letterbox Club
Organisation
United Kingdom
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http://maurikunnas.net/
http://www.laborproben.de/
http://lilylambrelli.gr/?lang=en
http://www.bibliotecasalaborsa.it/ibby/documenti/23895
http://www.ecoledesloisirs.fr/php-edl/auteurs/fiche-auteur-nvo.php?codeauteur=1040
http://www.jokevanleeuwen.com/Joke_van_Leeuwen/Home.html
http://www.ursulakleguin.com/
http://alisonlester.com/
http://www.letterboxclub.org.uk/
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Liao, Jimmy
Author/illustrator
Taiwan

Lieshout, Ted van
Author
Netherlands

Lindström, Eva
Author/illustrator
Sweden

Lowry, Lois
Author
United States

Lubaev, Sergey
Illustrator
Russian Federation

Lubuto Library Partners
Organisation
Zambia

Luján, Jorge
Author
Argentina

Lukk-Toompere, Regina
Illustrator
Estonia

Magallanes, Alejandro
Author/illustrator
Mexico

Marchetta, Melina
Author
Australia

Marek, Veronika
Author/illustrator
Hungary

Masini, Beatrice
Author
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http://tedvanlieshout.info/Ted_van_Lieshout/Ted.html
http://www.alfabeta.se/forfattare/eva-lindstrom
http://www.loislowry.com/
http://www.lubuto.org/
http://jorgelujan.com/
http://www.elk.ee/?illustrator=regina-lukk-toompere&lang=en
http://loquehacealejandromagallanes.blogspot.se/
https://melinamarchetta.wordpress.com/
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Italy

Matsuoka, Kyoko
Promoter of reading
Japan

Meek Spencer, Margaret
Promoter of reading
United Kingdom

Mello, Roger
Author/illustrator
Brazil

Mesghali, Farshid
Illustrator
Iran

Mezemuseum (The Hungarian Fairy Tale and Story Museum)
Organisation
Hungary

Mirhadi, Touran
Promoter of reading
Iran

Modan, Rutu
Author/illustrator
Israel

Moeyaert, Bart
Author
Belgium

Moradi Kermani, Houshang
Author
Iran

Morpurgo, Michael
Author
United Kingdom

Mourlevat, Jean-Claude
Author
France
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http://tcl.or.jp/
http://www.farshidmesghali.com/
http://www.budapestagent.com/mesemuzeum-story-museum.html
http://www.bartmoeyaert.com/
http://www.michaelmorpurgo.com/
http://www.jcmourlevat.com/
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Moursund, Gry
Illustrator
Norway

Muggenthaler, Eva
Author/illustrator
Germany

Murail, Marie-Aude
Author
France

Nadja (Nadja Fejto)
Illustrator
France

Naidoo, Beverley
Author
South Africa

Negrin, Fabian
Illustrator
Italy

Ness, Patrick
Author
United Kingdom

Nikl, Petr
Author/illustrator
Czech Republic

Nimr, Sonia
Author
Palestine

Nopola, Sinikka & Tiina
Authors
Finland

Nyhus, Svein
Author/illustrator
Norway

Odriozola, Elena
Illustrator
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https://www.cappelendamm.no/forfattere/Gry%20Moursund-scid:1454
http://marieaude.murail.pagesperso-orange.fr/#
http://www.babelio.com/auteur/-Nadja/5035
http://www.beverleynaidoo.com/
http://dedominicisagency.com/2.0/?portfolio_item=negrin
http://www.patrickness.com/
http://www.petrnikl.cz
http://sveinnyhus.blogspot.se/
http://www.pencil-ilustradores.com/ilustrador.php?id=000000001Y
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Spain

Oluji?, Grozdana
Author
Serbia

Ottley-Mitchell, Carol
Author
Saint Kitts and Nevis

Pacheco, Gabriel
Illustrator
Mexico

Paegle, Anita
Illustrator
Latvia

Paljetak, Luko
Author
Croatia

Pardi, Charlotte
Illustrator
Denmark

Parvela, Timo
Author
Finland

Pateraki, Giolanda
Author
Greece

Patte, Geneviève
Promoter of reading
France

Pellowski, Anne
Oral storyteller
United States

Petersons, Reinis
Illustrator
Latvia
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http://www.gabrielpacheco00.com/
http://anitapaegle.com/
http://www.gyldendal.dk/charlotte-pardi
http://www.ellajakaverit.fi/timoparvela.html
http://reinispetersons.com/
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Pienkowski, Jan
Illustrator
United Kingdom/Poland

Place, Francois
Illustrator
France

Prado, Miguelanxo
Illustrator
Spain

Pratham Books
Organisation
India

Pressler, Mirjam
Author
Germany

Rahimizadeh, Pejman
Illustrator
Iran

Rahmandoust, Mostafa
Author
Iran

Rascal
Oral storyteller
Belgium

Raud, Piret
Author
Estonia

Richter, Jutta
Author
Germany

Riff, Hélène
Illustrator
France

Room to Read
Organisation
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http://www.janpienkowski.com/home.htm
http://www.francois-place.fr
http://prathambooks.org/
http://www.mirjampressler.de/
http://www.rahimizadeh.com/
http://www.rahmandoost.org/biography.html
http://piretraud.edicypages.com/
http://www.juttarichter.de/
http://www.ricochet-jeunes.org/auteurs/recherche/1258-helene-riff
http://www.roomtoread.org/
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United States

Rosoff, Meg
Author
United Kingdom

Rozman Roza, Andrej
Author/oral storyteller/promoter of reading
Slovenia

Ršumovi?, Ljubivoje
Author
Serbia

Rueda, Claudia
Author/illustrator
Colombia

Rungulis, M?ris
Author
Latvia

Rönns, Christel
Illustrator
Finland

Sandman Lilius, Irmelin
Author/illustrator
Finland

Šari?, Muhidin
Author
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Satrapi, Marjane
Author/illustrator
France/Iran

Sedgwick, Marcus
Author
United Kingdom

Sertbarut (Ba?c?), Miyase
Author
Turkey
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http://www.megrosoff.co.uk/
http://www.ljubivojersumovic.rs/index_en.html
http://www.claudiarueda.com/
http://www.ziliteunezis.lv/redaction-zilite-sub1.html
http://www.bonniergroupagency.se/Author/Christel-Ronns/22347/
http://www.schildts.fi/fi/forfattare/sandman-lilius-irmelin.html
http://barclayagency.com/site/speaker/marjane-satrapi
http://www.marcussedgwick.com/
http://www.miyasesertbarut.com/FileUpload/ks16027/File/alma_-_miyase_sertbarut_presentation.pdf
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Sfar, Joann
Author/illustrator
France

Sharafeddine, Fatima
Author
Lebanon

Shihab Nye, Naomi
Author
United States

Sierra i Fabra, Jordi
Author
Spain

Sís, Peter
Illustrator
United States

Škerl, Peter
Illustrator
Slovenia

Solberg, Lisa Aisato N’jie
Author/illustrator
Norway

Sta Romana-Cruz, Neni
Author/Promoter of reading
Philippines

Stark, Ulf
Author
Sweden

Stoutt, Elmore
Oral storyteller
British Virgin Islands

Str?kowska-Zaremba, Ma?gorzata
Author
Poland

Strid, Jakob Martin
Illustrator
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http://www.joann-sfar.com/wpen/
http://www.fatimasharafeddine.com/
http://barclayagency.com/site/speaker/naomi-shihab-nye
http://www.sierraifabra.com/
http://www.petersis.com/
http://www.peterskerl.com/
http://www.aisato.no/
http://www.bonniercarlsen.se/forfattare/s/ulf-stark/
http://malgorzatastrekowskazaremba.com/
http://www.strid.dk/
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Denmark

Tara Books
Organisation
India

Teller, Janne
Author
Denmark

Tiainen, Marja-Leena
Author
Finland

Tidholm, Anna-Clara
Author/illustrator
Sweden

Tidholm, Thomas
Author
Sweden

Topuria, Tea
Author
Georgia

Torseter, Øyvind
Illustrator
Norway

Trivizas, Eugene
Author
Greece

Tullio Altan, Fransesco
Illustrator
Italy

Törnqvist, Marit
Illustrator
Netherlands

Ungerer, Tomi
Author/illustrator
France
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http://www.tarabooks.com/
http://janneteller.com/
http://www.alfabeta.se/forfattare/anna-clara-tidholm
http://www.thomas.tidholm.se/
https://www.cappelendamm.no/cappelendamm/person/author-detail.action?authorId=sek:person:scid:9556
http://www.marittornqvist.nl/
http://www.tomiungerer.com/
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Wabbes, Marie
Author/illustrator
Belgium

Vangheli, Spiridon
Author
Moldova

Wegelius, Jakob
Author/illustrator
Sweden

Welsh-Rabady, Renate
Author
Austria

Verplancke, Klaas
Illustrator
Belgium

Wiesner, David
Illustrator
United States

Wikland, Ilon
Illustrator
Sweden

Wilson, Jacqueline
Author
United Kingdom

Zak, Monica
Author/Oral storyteller/Promoter of reading
Sweden

Zexin, Chen
Illustrator
China

Zusak, Markus
Author
Australia

Zwerger, Lisbeth
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http://www.mariewabbes.com/
http://www.moldovenii.md/md/people/170
http://www.jakobwegelius.com
http://www.goethe.de/kue/lit/prj/kju/aut/sz/wel/enindex.htm
http://www.klaas.be/
http://www.davidwiesner.com/
http://www.ilon.se/en/index.php
http://www.jacquelinewilson.co.uk/
http://www.barnensbibliotek.se/F%C3%B6rfattare/ForfattareA%C3%96/zak/tabid/292/Default.aspx
http://www.randomhouse.com/features/markuszusak/
http://childscapes.com/bookpages/zwerger.html


Astrid Lindgren Award
by Chazda Albright - GreatStorybook.com - http://greatstorybook.com

Illustrator
Austria

Keep creating, no matter what.

This entry is part of the series
Awards
Be sure to check out the other posts: 

<< Notable Books for Younger Readers 2015Top Indie Book Awards >> 
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